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1. Introduction 

1.1 Location and population 

Paiwan is the name of the language spoken by the people who call 
themselves Sa-Paiwan, which means 'mountain people'. These people live 
in the mountainous area of the Ping-Tung and Tai-tung prefectures, which 
are located in the southernmost part of Taiwan (Formosa). Their neighbours 
include the Rukai, Puyuma, Ami and Yami. Among the aboriginal peoples 
in Formosa, Paiwan has the second largest population next to the Ami, who 
are located on the eastern coast. According to the last 1964 census, the 
population of the Paiwan was 44,682, approximately one-fifth of all the 
aboriginal peoples on the island. And it is believed that the number has 
increased greatly during recent decades. 

1.2 Dialects 

Dialects vary to different degrees from village to village. The most 
significant phonological features that distinguish the dialects are the presence 
of the palatal sounds c, and /, as well as the uvular stop k. The Tjuabar 
dialect, on which this comparative dictionary is based, contains all three 
sounds. Some other dialects, for example, Stimul, merge c, and /with rand 
d respectively, and substitute the glottal stop ?for uvular k, as the following 
comparisons show: 

Tjuabar Stimul 



r CQVUS 

ta-cak-an 


tovus 
ta-ta ? -an 


sugarcane 
'whetstone 


i kacuvi 
1 katia 


htuvi 
? atia 


'snake' 
'salt' 


r VUC 

viduat 


vut 
viduat 


'squirrel' 
'rib' 
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janwg 
dahk 

nujus 
mudinan 

k-om-Uaj 
iakod 



damu 7 
dahk 


'bkxxi' 
'drizzle' 


nudus 
mudinan 


'nose' 
'face' 


?-gm-ilad 
ta 7 od ' 


'to sit' 
'to sleep 




Map 4: Paiwan language area 



Additional evidence for dialect distance can be found in the lexicon: 



Tjuabar 


Stimul 




pakocaw 


sutaw 


'peanut' 


didi 


?a0arj 


'pig, swine 


cakudan 


tekoza 


'bridge' 


jauni 


jigim 


'needle' 


kadupu 


sunat 


'paper' 


kidar 


si nl an 


'twins' 


kamanul y 


sili 


'pepper' 


dail 


lav in an 


'monkey' 


gurj 


luan 


'cow' 



The dialects of Paiwan may be subgrouped into two branches, the palatal 
group or the c-group, and the apical group or f-group with Tjuabar and 
Stimul as its representatives respectively. But geographically and 
demographically speaking, the f-group is much smaller than the c-group. 
Currently, the t-group only occupies the northwest corner of Paiwan 
territory. The sound changes that it underwent mark innovations in the 
dialect. 
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